The primary Rho(D) immune response in male volunteers.
After a single antigenic stimulus, not greater than 5.0 ml R2R2 red cells, anti-D was detected in 79% of D-negative volunteers increasing to 88% after subsequent spaced stimuli. The use of repeated antigenic stimuli at 2- or 4-weekly intervals to induce the immune response did not appear to increase the frequency of responders. The results obtained are compared with those of other workers and evidence is presented to suggest that the immunogenicity of red cells from different donors may have a role in determining the frequency of responders with detectable anti-D and is possibly associated with the R2 antigenic complex.